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The Akwaaba Ensemble’s energetic and 
engaging performances are a reflection of 
their name, which means ‘welcome’ in the 
Twi language of the Ashanti tribe of Ghana. 
At each performance the Ensemble brings 
Highlife music, West African drumming and 
dance to vivid life. Holding sway with the 
rich and subtle rhythmic patterns and styles 
specific to different tribal groups of West 
Africa.
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“Theo and the Akwaaba Ensemble gave a 
performance that warmed up the audience 
despite a blinding snowstorm in Bethel! 
Akwaaba gives the audience a unique look 
into the world of music and dance of Ghana 
that is both enlightening and energetic” 

Linda Gamble, Mahoosuc Arts Council, Bethel ME

Testimonials

“Theo is an upbeat performer and teacher.  
He includes everyone in the fun of drumming 
and dancing and inspires confidence among 
even the most timid.  African drumming and 
dance with Theo is a great way to bring a 
group together and get everyone involved.” 

Abby Easterly, Manchester, NH

“Theo Martey and Akwaaba Traditional African 
Drum & Dance Ensemble are an amazing 
and very powerful group of drummers, 
dancers and singers. Their educational and 
highly entertaining performances are bound 
to make everyone want to dance and sing! 
I highly recommend them for any occasion 
and celebration.”

Randy Armstrong, Composer, Performer & Recording 
Artist, Councilor for the NH State Council on the Arts 



AKWaABA ENSEMBLE 
PRESENTS TO YOU

Energized drumming and dancing blended 
with Highlife music makes them unique! 
Audiences agree that their performances 
are “overwhelmingly positive. Once you hear 
their music, you can’t resist to move”. 

For the past fifteen years, the Ensemble has 
toured internationally and performed on 
many stages in the United States, Mexico, 
Canada, Ireland and the United Kingdom. 

They perform at theaters, fairs, festivals, 
weddings, school settings and often 
collaborate with other musicians.  The goal of 
the group is to produce extraordinary music 
and great performances that enlighten the 
audience about African Culture and Music. 
They recently dubbed their new album 
“Akwaaba Welcome Home”.

• School Assemblies
• Performances 
• Drumming Workshops
• Dance Classes 
• Traditional Folk Music

Theophilus Nii Martey 
is a talented artist who 
was born and raised 
in Accra Ghana, West 
Africa. He has taught 
and performed African 
drumming and dancing 

in Ghana and internationally. At the age of 
6, Theo began performing with the African 
Personality youth Ensemble in 1986 and he then 
joined the Shidaa Cultural Troup in 1989. At age 
17 he joined the Dance Factory Company at the 
National Theater of Ghana in 1997, one of the 
most sought-after performance ensembles in 
Ghana. When in London in 2000, he performed 
with the Brekete Drum and Dance Ensemble.

THEOPHILUS 
NII MARTEY

The Akwaaba Traditional African Drum and 
Dance Ensemble was formed by Theo Nii Martey 
in 2002 during a tour with Brekete Ensemble in 
London. It brings together a group of friends 
who have been playing music together for 
many years in Ghana and the UK.  The group 
includes past members of the National Dance 
Ensemble, Brekete Ensemble and the Shidaa 
cultural troupe.  

In addition to 
his on stage 
experience, Theo 
is an accomplished 
teacher of African 
drumming and 
dance and has 
receive numerous 
grants from the NH 
State Art Council to teach school residencies 
and workshops in dozens of schools in New 
Hampshire. He enjoys working in a variety 
of settings, with children and adults, making 
music, teaching rhythms and songs, and 
telling the stories behind the songs and the 
Ga’s tribe. He has performed for and taught 
children at dozens of schools throughout the 
United Kingdom and the United States. 

Each Ensemble member teaches and leads 
workshops. Together they have connected 
with students at dozens of schools around 
the globe. Parents and teachers praise their 
work: “These guys are energetic, enthusiastic. 
They’re really knowledgeable about what 
they are doing, and they seem to really enjoy 
working with kids.”

Teaching


